
SUMMER DISCOVERY CAMP 2020 FAQs 
 
Where will Summer Discovery Camp take place this summer? 
Summer Discovery will take place at St. Joseph Church, located at 767 
Prospect Street in Maplewood. 
 
What are the Drop Off Procedures? 
Drop off will take place from 8:30am to 9:15am on Franklin Avenue. There 
will be a pop up tent located at the side entrance of the church where cars 
will pull up to check in their camper. At check in, temperatures will be 
checked, and if a camper’s temperature is 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or 
higher, they will not be permitted into camp. An FAQ sheet of symptoms will 
be checked for each camper. Once campers are cleared, they will be brought 
into the building to be with their group until drop off is complete. Our first 
period will begin at 9:30am.   
 
If you are going to be late with drop off, you must call the camp cell phone 
to let the director know that your camper will be late. Adults are not 
permitted into the camp building, and a staff member will come outside to 
check your camper’s temperature, and then bring them into the building 
with to meet up with their group. 
 
What are the Pick Up Procedures? 
Upon drop off, the adult who is dropping off their camper will be asked if 
they will be picking up their camper at 3:30pm or 5:30pm. The camp day 
ends at 5:30pm, but pickup can begin at 3:30pm. This first pick up will run 
from 3:30pm to 4:00pm. We will need to know pick up time so we are able 
to prepare campers in their individual groups for pick up. All specialty 
periods will end at 3:30pm. From 3:30pm to 4:00pm, campers who are 
staying with us will remain with their group in their homeroom space and 
participate in a structured free play activity. 
 
Campers will have snack from 4:00pm to 4:30pm. After snack, the last hour 
of camp will be dedicated to outside play, arts and craft activities and 
structured activities in their homerooms with their groups only. We will not 
mix any of our camper groups.  
 
For 3:30pm pick up, campers will be brought outside to Franklin Avenue 
where parents will line up in their cars to pick up their camper. Franklin 
Avenue is a very wide street with ample parking. The same procedure will 
take place for 5:30pm pick up.  
 
If there is a day where you need to pick your camper up between the 
3:30pm pick up and 5:30pm pick up, please email Justine Evyn Saliski, the 



camp director, at jsaliski@metroymcas.org so she is able to coordinate that 
pick up time.  
 
If you will be walking to drop off or pick up your camper, please email 
Justine at jsaliski@metroymcas.org as well to coordinate walk up drop offs 
and pick-ups.  
 
Will there be time spent outside? 
Yes. Similarly, to Summer Discovery Camp in previous years, campers will 
have outdoor time every day. At St. Joe’s, we will have all day full access to 
their blacktop that will be closed off for any cars to enter during our camp 
hours. This outdoor space will have a tent that is 20ft.x40ft. that will remain 
up for the summer where campers will have lunch, as well as participate in 
STEM Activities, art projects and games.  We will also have weekly water 
play activities for all camper groups. Campers will be made aware of days 
that will include water play prior to the daily activities. In addition to the 
tent, we will have a gaga pit for campers to use while we are outside, as well 
as recreational equipment such as hula hoops, jump ropes, dodge balls and 
sidewalk chalk. All equipment will be thoroughly disinfected after each use, 
and before each new child uses it. There will not be group mixing outside. 
Campers will continue to remain with their camp group through the entirety 
of their outdoor period.  
 
What are indoor activities that my camper will participate in? 
Campers will participate with their STEM specialist and 3R's reading program 
specialist daily, as well as in a special with the camp director 2-3 times per 
week. She will be working through an artistic approach to STEM using 
mantle of the expert work, where campers will take on the role of famous 
scientists and researchers to create a dramatic, interactive play scenario to 
really get into the theme of the week.  
 
How will people/kids be divided up safely? 
We are required to follow both ACA standards and state guidelines regarding 
ratios. Our group sizes and ratios will be specifically planned according to 
those guidelines. There will be no more than 16 campers per group in their 
home pod, and within that group of 16, campers will be divided into smaller 
groups of 8. There will be no mixing of camper groups during the day. There 
will be time built into the schedule to ensure that all cleaning and 
disinfecting measures are being met every hour. If you have specific 
requests for your camper to be with another camper, please email Justine 
at jsaliski@metroymcas.org . Please note that we will try our best to 
accommodate these requests, but cannot guarantee this as it will depend on 
enrollment. 
  



Will there still be trips every Friday? 
We will not be having trips every Friday. We will not be using buses this year 
to ensure camper and staff safety. We are looking to bring in house field 
trips to our spaces that are compliant with CDC and ACA guidelines. 
  
Will you be swimming on Tuesdays and Thursdays? 
We will not be swimming on Tuesdays and Thursdays this summer. No 
camps will be swimming, but we will be using our outside space to include 
programmed time for outdoor water play activities with each group of 
campers.  
  
For any questions regarding Summer Discovery Camp, please email Justine 
at jsaliski@metroymcas.org.  
 


